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the pattern was an orange-tree, overshadowing a
marble basin, with jets of water rising from it ready
for the ablutions of the faithful, as types of the
fount of paradise which washed away all hatred and
jealousy.

The mosque itself had nineteen doors, with beautiful
Moorish latticework over them.    From each of these
doors extended an avenue of pillars in the direction
of Mekka, so that there were nineteen large aisles or
avenues, and thirty-eight smaller ones between them.
Each   column was  of  one  single stone,  and there
were one thousand and ninety-three of them, some
brought from   Nismes and  Narbonne,  others   from
Carthage, and different Roman ruins in Spain, of all
kinds of marble and   styles of ancient architecture.
Some were sunk into the earth, some sawn off if too
long ; others had to be lengthened by fresh capitals.
But even now, when so man)'- have been destroyed that
only a five-aisled cathedral is left, the effect of the
maze of columns, supporting low-arched vaults, is as
beautiful as it is grand and strange.   Above these
was a wonderful edifice of carpentry in odoriferous
woods, supporting a dome crowned by a gold pome-
granate   outside.    Within   hung   four   thousand   six
hundred silver chains supporting lamps of the same
metal, and under the dome was the Khalifs pulpit,
a kind  of platform on four marble columns.    The
walls were lined with white marble, inlaid with gold
letters with verses of the Koran, the Arabic lettering
so encrusted with crystal that the characters looked
like letters of light.

The work was not finished in Abd-el-RhamanJs